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Christina’s Novel — Here at Last!
by Christina Baldwin and Ann Linnea

Twelve years ago, Christina had an idea for a story about a beekeeper family living in Montana during World War II.
But The Circle Way was still taking most her time and energy along with teaching The Self as the Source of the Story.
Ten years ago, she had fifty pages that she read to friends around a campfire, and they shouted— “what happens?!
Finish it...” She began interviewing her father, then in his nineties, who lived nearby: tell me about the bees, the
beekeeping, life in the 1930’s and early 1940’s, the Homestead Act, how your father got his land, the
absence/presence of the Blackfeet, the impact of the war. Her father, a sociologist and historical thinker, loved the
sense of having his life experience harvested for the story. He died at 98 in October 2018: she vowed to finish the
book, and in the six years since has devoted uncountable hours to refining and carrying on. (Photo: Christina and her
dad, Leo Baldwin)

!

Two years ago, her New York literary agent took it on with great excitement. Submitted it to thirty editors—only nine
responded, making thoughtful comments, but not quite. Christina took their suggestions, rewrote, tweaked, cut, and
edited. She interviewed a 100-year-old neighbor who’d been in the same campaign as one of the sons in the novel.
She polished and polished... and took the book back into her own hands last spring to look at other options. She
decided on Sea Script Book Company in Seattle/Langley, and now—IT'S HAPPENING!

The Beekeeper’'s Question
Love and Honey, War and Reckoning, a Novel of World War II

It’s 1942 and World War II looms over the lives of the Cooper family: a son in the fight whose pregnant Irish war
bride arrives at their isolated Montana valley; a son married to a Blackfeet woman whose return tears open racial
tension just when people must work together for the war effort. Their father, Leo, a philosophizing beekeeper and
local preacher, models a vision for what the community might become. His colleague, Jereldene "Doc” Jesperson,
holds the valley together, curing bodies and tending souls. And Josie Shines the Light, a Blackfeet grandmother, must
rely on Leo and his son, to safeguard her granddaughter in this troubled settler valley. This is a dramatic family saga
of generations daring to ask the questions that shape their destinies, a story of enduring love in an era of American
life that still echoes in society today.
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In her own words: Christina

It's the echoes that fascinate and frighten me: the rise of fascist thinking, how often pundits comment on the
similarities of 2020s America to 1930s Germany, the hypnotic appeal of a shouting demagogue that promises to make
everything all right for the common citizen, but with no plan for doing so.

Sometimes we have to go back in time in order to see the time we are living in. This story insisted I write about the
war before I was born, insisted I locate the characters in a Montana Homefront, using my grandfather’'s homestead to
house the fictional family— insisted I explore the question: What might these people and this timeframe teach us
about getting through sacrifice, social upheaval and threats of authoritarianism?

In my childhood, on honey-scented weeks of family reunion and harvest, no one spoke of Native land displacement,
nor that the old fort had been an Indian school or explained the ramifications of the Homestead Act. But now— being
white, being settler, being part of the land-grab and genocide of American expansion, the story needed to both reckon
with that past and reattach us to the best of our lineages.

In writing this legacy novel, I was compelled to bring Montana’s original citizens into the story, to give them voice and
presence. A Piikuni tribal member advised me throughout on Indigenous character development. Three veterans
advised me on war experience and trauma. An ER doctor read the medical scenes. Beekeeping cousins read the
scenes in the yards and honey house. And until just weeks before his death, my father helped me envision the town
and landscape as it was in his youth.
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Montana Butte and Bees

In her own words: Ann

There are two things I wish to express about the arrival of this joyous day of seeing Christina’s novel in print. First,
what an extraordinary journey of learning and steadfast devotion she has been on! Even after she cut one-half of the
novel’s words out to meet the criteria of her agent, she seemed to never tire of rewriting and rewriting with each new
piece of information and accompanying insight. The story and its crafted words represent literature at its

finest. Second, this story is hugely relevant for our times. Unfortunately, we are once again in a time of rising fascism
and racism. This novel reminds us of the Important decisions and actions ordinary people can take to turn the tide of
history in favor of human goodness.

To purchase a copy of The Beekeeper’s Question, please click on this link to Amazon, where you’ll find the
paperback as well as the e-book.
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