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Being Called Forth
by Christina Baldwin and Ann Linnea

The island we live on is just the right size for us: good enough grocery stores,
organic farm stands and hens that still lay eggs on rainy days. Our local
hardware stores usually have what we need for house maintenance. We've
got our list: plumber, handy-person, landscape crew for heavy lifting. We

are greying in place.

In 2022, Christina completed teaching writing seminars; we let the Cascadia
Quest go and our dear co-guide died that November: time to officially close
PeerSpirit, Inc.

For Christina, 2023 has been about submitting the novel through her literary
agent in New York. For Ann, the year has been guiding tours for

Whidbey Camano Land Trust and collaborating between the land trust and
local school systems. And this year has contained all the family things,
especially helping to launch our grandson into his college years. We are busy
in our seventy-something sorts of ways.

But something different is happening just now. We wonder if this is a wider phenomenon, a calling forth of the elder
boomers into the needs of the day.

Ann is an ongoing member of the Wilderness Guides Council, an organization
for Wilderness Rites of Passage guides. As a retired guide, she sits on the
Elder’s Council. Once a year (except during COVID) this organization gathers
to strengthen community, build skills, and review ongoing changes.

This year’s gathering was in SW Colorado. Over 70 guides ranging in age
from 22 to 86 gathered for five days in early October. Ann and another
elder guide were asked to facilitate the council process for choosing the
organization’s new leadership. It was a rich and energetic assignment and
her steadfastness was called forth many times.

Last June an invitation arrived in Christina’s inbox from the Celebrant

Foundation & Institute, that trains life-cycle celebrants to perform ceremonies from baby welcomes to memorials to
weddings for people who want sacred moments but are not necessarily attached to religious organizations or
traditions. The curriculum uses excerpts from Storycatcher and they wanted her to keynote an autumn conference in
Chicago. “Do I still do that?” she asked herself. It only took a few minutes to decide “yes!”

It was a wonderful weekend with a hundred+ attendees at a conference themed, “"We Tell Their Stories.” Christina
spoke knowledgably and heartfully, validating the practice of story in what they offer as celebrants. It was a gift to the
group and acknowledgement of her life work in return.
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Coming into the autumn of our lives, these experiences seem to indicate that
we are still needed in ways we didn’t expect but are glad to step into. Aging
through the seventy’s decade is not a one-way street of diminishment, but a
looping in and out of engagement—both familiar commitments and new
opportunities—like driving on highway cloverleafs. And like driving on multi-lane
mega-roadways, we are sometimes passed by, scared to change lanes, and

not sure how to merge or when to exit.

Both Ann and Christina’s events and organizations honored eldership,
acknowledged decades of experience and work, and are clearly moving into
territory we may not be able to follow. It’s an interesting life moment to realize
“this is not our century.” We are here to support what we can, but
decision-makers, policy setters, scientists, writers, and leaders are mostly in

the generations behind us. We're still here. We still have energy. We hold
perspective. What shall we do? Where and how and with whom do we say “yes”?

These are the questions of our aging years. There are not simple answers. The
yes’s and no’s must be decided on a case-by-case basis. We say to younger generations, “Keep asking!” The elders
around you want to be well harvested in our later years. And we still have much to offer!
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